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These motives, as far as they can be discovered,
were the violence of his adversaries, the interested
character and views of the accuser, and the danger
of a prosecution in the Supreme Court, which made
it prudent to reserve his defence. These arguments
are applicable to any charge. Notwithstanding these
reasons, it is plain by the above letter that he thought
himself bound at some time or other to give satisfac-
tion to his masters: till he should do this, in his own
opinion, he remained in an unpleasant situation. But
he bore his misfortune, it seems, patiently, with a con-
fidence in their justice for his future relief, He says,
" Whatever evil may fill the long interval which may
precede it." That interval he has taken care to make
long enough; for near eight years are now elapsed,
and he has not yet taken the smallest step towards
giving to the Court of Directors any explanation
whatever, much less that full and liberal explanation
which he had so repeatedly and solemnly promised.

It is to be observed, that, though Mr. Hastings
talks in these letters much of his integrity, and of
the purity of his motives, and of full explanations, he
nowhere denies the fact of this corrupt traffic of office.
Though he had adjourned his defence, with so much
pain to- himself, to so very long a day, he was not so
inattentive to the ease of EMn Jehan KMn as he
has shown himself to his own. He had been accused
of corruptly reserving to himself a part of the emol-
uments of this man's office; it was a delicate busi-
ness to handle, whilst his defence stood adjourned;
yet, in a very short time after a majority came in-
to his hands, he turned out the person appointed by
General Clavering, &c., and replaced the very man
with whom he stood accused of the corrupt bargain;